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sindly umpiring for you at the other end, never gave me half
the cheek you do, when lie was a kid/' For a second the
little boy wondered if he had made a mistake and Penny
was really a master.

Having given eight balls to an over, I got bored and re-
tired to my position at square-leg, displeased with the con-
dition on which our privilege was granted that, having
organized a game, we were to remain at our posts to the end.
Someone awoke Penny, who walked with a yawn to the
bowler's wicket, and, graciously putting into his mouth a
huge green fruit-ball, offered by one of the more minute
players, said with this obstruction on his tongue:

"" Plo-ay."

When the twenty-eighth ball of that over had been bowled,
I went across to Penny, presented my compliments, and
intimated that six balls constituted an over. In a reply of
some length he showed that he had a sucked fruit-ball in his
mouth, which he must of necessity finish before he called
" over/' as the word required a certain rounding of the lips,
and the confectionery might shoot out of his mouth at the
effort. An impertinent little junior echoed my criticism.

" Yes/' he protested, " there are six balls to an over/'

Penny placed the fruit-ball between his gums and his
cheek, and answered magnificently:

" There are not. There are just as many as I choose to
give."

Then he took the fruit-ball on his tongue again and added :

" We-soom your plo-ay."

The bowler having exerted himself twenty-nine times, was
a little tired and erratic, and the thirtieth ball hit Square-
leg in the stomach.

" Wide," announced Penny, without a smile.

The thirty-first ball, amid disorderly laughter, was caught
by Point before it pitched. The batsman meanwhile sat
astride his bat: he was the only person who seemed out of
harm's way. Point held up the ball triumphantly and yelled
to Penny : " What's that, umpire ? "

" I think it would not be unreasonable/' answered Penny,
" to call that a .wide/1

This was a long sentence, and the fruit-ball shot out abou<*
half-way through.

Relieved of this confectionery, Penny proceeded to give